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is a tax on guns and ammunition. There®s an excise tax, an
extra tax, on guns and ammunition that is used for habitat
program, supplies a considerable portion of the money in
Nebraska that"s used for habitat programs. That is an excise
tax. It"s just like the bike tax. There is also a tax, an
excise tax, an extra tax, on Tfishing gear supported by the
people who sell fishing gear. That money is used for Tfish
habitat restoration, for recreational iInterest in the state of
Nebraska and elsewhere. That is an excise tax just like this
is, 1 think generally supported by the people involved in the
whole activity. And so this bike tax is no different and 1I™m
not sure why we feel so strongly that we should characterize it
as something different. It"s a way we have done this kind of
thing 1in this country for a long time, it"s a good way of doing
it and if the constituencies support it, why should we not
assist it? So in the past you have not supported General Fund
appropriations. You have let the General Fund appropriation for
these activities deteriorate. 1 hope in the face of that and in
the face of the support for this bill and in the face of the
precedents that have been set for this kind of support for these
kinds of activities that you would see fit to su&port a modest
effort, a bill that raises $120,000, something that, but
which could be immensely helpful as matching funds to encourage
cities and counties and NRDs and others, give them support Iin
their trail development work. The...the trail phenomena around
the country continues to grow and expand. Most states have
latched onto it and are seeing It as a tourist opportunity and
developing their opportunities, their resources faster than we

are. I'm afraid we"re going to wake upone day and...and
discover that we had the resources and didn"t...and didn"t use
them, didn"t develop them. And we could, and this is one of

those times and one of those places when we can make a modest
effort thatwill help in a whole number of different ways
including tour...developing tourist attractions in the state.
People are traveling all over the country togo down trails to
say they“vebeen down this trail or that trail and we have some
unique situations in Nebraska. We have a wonderful trails plan
that is tourist oriented, that addresses the attractions of
many, many different areas in the state and supplements and adds
to those distractions (sic) and makes a connection between those
attractions. I wish there was time today to show you all of
that. But there are wonderful things going on and many, many
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